
Large Format Photography



Large Format camera types & theory

Differences as compared to hand-held digital, medium 
format and 35mm cameras:

• Previsualization vs. Post Visualization;
• Image quality; sharpness & grayscale;
• Flexibility in controlling the plane of critical focus;
• Achieving perspective alterations in-camera;
• Depth of field & depth of focus;
• Control of composition, perspective;
• The focusing and exposure process;
• Size, weight & mobility;
• Cost of equipment & supplies.



Parts of a Large Format Camera:



Types of large format Cameras:



Types of large format Cameras (continued):



Lenses

• A large format camera lens consists of:
• Lens cells 
• A shutter 
• An aperture diaphragm 
• A lens board; 



Lenses

• Below is a camera field of view comparison chart for various film formats: 



Movements

• Illustrations of a lens tilt movement:



Movements



Using A Light Meter



Exposure taking sequence
LF Picture Taking Quick Reference Guide

• Level camera, set and lock tripod and 

camera adjustments at level square and 

neutral;

• Open shutter, rough focus, view scene on 

screen, use movements if desired and lock;

• Critical focus wide open; 

• Determine Exposure 

• Final focus at working aperture, several 

points on screen;

• Close shutter, set shutter speed, cock the 

shutter;

• Dust -off film holder; 

• Insert the film holder whites tab facing lens, 

verify fully seated;

• Pull dark-slide facing lens strait out; 

• Allow camera shake to settle and trip 

shutter; 

• Replace dark-slide with black tab facing 

lens;

• Remove film holder, place in shaded 

storage;

• Open shutter, verify focus and framing.



Additional information can be found at:

https://andysphotofilmresource.blogspot.com/
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