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Ouray, Colorado

• Pronounced “yur-ay”
• Centrally located in the majestic San Juan Mountains of South/Center-

West Colorado.
• Called the “Switzerland of America”
• Peak Foliage in Ouray: Late September to early October.
• Things to do

• Leaf peeping in the mountain splendor
• Durango/Silverton Train
• Ironton Ghost Town
• Waterfalls
• Getting there and back





When and Where
• Recommended

• Check In– Monday, 
Septermber 28

• Stay 5 nights
• Check Out – Saturday, 

October 3

• Ouray Riverside Resort 
Ouray Riverside Resort | 
Your All-In-One Ouray 
Colorado Lodging
• Lodge, Cabins, Rustic 

Cabins, RV sites
• Restaurant, Jeep Rentals

https://www.ourayriversideresort.com/
https://www.ourayriversideresort.com/
https://www.ourayriversideresort.com/
https://www.ourayriversideresort.com/
https://www.ourayriversideresort.com/
https://www.ourayriversideresort.com/
https://www.ourayriversideresort.com/


References

• Photographing the Southwest: Colorado & New Mexico: Martres, 
Laurent: 9780916189143: Amazon.com: Books

• Artists on the Loose by Alan Whiteside | Blurb Books

• Fall Color 2025 Trip to North Carolina
- Tips for Fall Foliage and Waterfalls 2024 - PDF

https://www.amazon.com/Photographing-Southwest-3-Colorado-Mexico-Soutwest/dp/0916189147/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25Z4F34JMK5T6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gLcguL_r0mxP01SRYu4_tyPcanUNpwux2cRezxflQud-rL70n0zR1OnuVXC5K6L64T60f09iQ2YAy4oXsaB622JseLNRlpofHI5rWYSaOYzFD4b6_5GxybPIBwnMO9B3M-y_IlL4eukPI5zX6XaxpZzc1TgpXJVFRtfJK42PrX4TZTPL11fPtzZj2oAVo_jyz-G3A7VRFyBG8LvKA8XI94HgFFr2M2BjKPDL1W96B4Y.L2cvN0tA_DaeGXFpSZIwZjk0irNy7oPfgW_9NUQtO5g&dib_tag=se&keywords=photographing+the+southwest&qid=1773686404&sprefix=photographing+the+southwest%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Photographing-Southwest-3-Colorado-Mexico-Soutwest/dp/0916189147/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25Z4F34JMK5T6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gLcguL_r0mxP01SRYu4_tyPcanUNpwux2cRezxflQud-rL70n0zR1OnuVXC5K6L64T60f09iQ2YAy4oXsaB622JseLNRlpofHI5rWYSaOYzFD4b6_5GxybPIBwnMO9B3M-y_IlL4eukPI5zX6XaxpZzc1TgpXJVFRtfJK42PrX4TZTPL11fPtzZj2oAVo_jyz-G3A7VRFyBG8LvKA8XI94HgFFr2M2BjKPDL1W96B4Y.L2cvN0tA_DaeGXFpSZIwZjk0irNy7oPfgW_9NUQtO5g&dib_tag=se&keywords=photographing+the+southwest&qid=1773686404&sprefix=photographing+the+southwest%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Photographing-Southwest-3-Colorado-Mexico-Soutwest/dp/0916189147/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25Z4F34JMK5T6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gLcguL_r0mxP01SRYu4_tyPcanUNpwux2cRezxflQud-rL70n0zR1OnuVXC5K6L64T60f09iQ2YAy4oXsaB622JseLNRlpofHI5rWYSaOYzFD4b6_5GxybPIBwnMO9B3M-y_IlL4eukPI5zX6XaxpZzc1TgpXJVFRtfJK42PrX4TZTPL11fPtzZj2oAVo_jyz-G3A7VRFyBG8LvKA8XI94HgFFr2M2BjKPDL1W96B4Y.L2cvN0tA_DaeGXFpSZIwZjk0irNy7oPfgW_9NUQtO5g&dib_tag=se&keywords=photographing+the+southwest&qid=1773686404&sprefix=photographing+the+southwest%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Photographing-Southwest-3-Colorado-Mexico-Soutwest/dp/0916189147/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25Z4F34JMK5T6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gLcguL_r0mxP01SRYu4_tyPcanUNpwux2cRezxflQud-rL70n0zR1OnuVXC5K6L64T60f09iQ2YAy4oXsaB622JseLNRlpofHI5rWYSaOYzFD4b6_5GxybPIBwnMO9B3M-y_IlL4eukPI5zX6XaxpZzc1TgpXJVFRtfJK42PrX4TZTPL11fPtzZj2oAVo_jyz-G3A7VRFyBG8LvKA8XI94HgFFr2M2BjKPDL1W96B4Y.L2cvN0tA_DaeGXFpSZIwZjk0irNy7oPfgW_9NUQtO5g&dib_tag=se&keywords=photographing+the+southwest&qid=1773686404&sprefix=photographing+the+southwest%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1
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https://www.planophotographyclub.com/Downloads/44f258bf-89c3-47f8-aac2-7cb4a77ecafd?o=y


Cautions
• Some of the county roads can be dicey when wet, snowy, or dry.
• The high-country roads are enticing, but I recommend only for 

experienced mountain drivers.
• If you rent a jeep, don’t get overconfident.
• The Million Dollar Highway is beautiful and scary. Approach with 

respect!



Getting There and Back

• By car is a two-day drive
• My preferred method
• Many choices for stops along the way
• Go one way and come back another

• Nearest airport is Montrose Regional Airport
• About an hour from Ouray





Artists on the Loose
Dallas Camera Club Trip 2022





Wednesday-September 28 – Plano to Raton

Johnson Mesa

Capulin Volcano 



Thursday-September 29 – Raton to Great Sand Dunes -Alternatives



To Raton and Through 
Cimarron, NM



Great Sand Dunes
Great Sand Dunes Lodge - ReservationDesk.com

https://www.reservationdesk.com/hotel/6256879/great-sand-dunes-lodge-mosca-colorado/?cid=sem::TPRD::BA::Reservation%20Desk%20%3E%20US%20%3E%20West%20%3E%20Colorado::US%20%3E%20Colorado%20%3E%20Mosca%20%3E%20Great%20Sand%20Dunes%20Lodge%20%3E%20did-6256879%20%3E%20103114873::great%20sand%20dunes%20lodge::e&creative=75454146600011&device=c&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=great%20sand%20dunes%20lodge&utm_campaign=Reservation%20Desk%20%3E%20US%20%3E%20West%20%3E%20Colorado&iv_=__iv_m_e_c_75454146600011_k_75454408781994_w_kwd-75454408781994:loc-4126_g_1207264256968560_n_o_e__h_77443_ii_162944_p_2_b_be_d_c_vi__&msclkid=44046facce781a27c73e06109d2c76f8
https://www.reservationdesk.com/hotel/6256879/great-sand-dunes-lodge-mosca-colorado/?cid=sem::TPRD::BA::Reservation%20Desk%20%3E%20US%20%3E%20West%20%3E%20Colorado::US%20%3E%20Colorado%20%3E%20Mosca%20%3E%20Great%20Sand%20Dunes%20Lodge%20%3E%20did-6256879%20%3E%20103114873::great%20sand%20dunes%20lodge::e&creative=75454146600011&device=c&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=great%20sand%20dunes%20lodge&utm_campaign=Reservation%20Desk%20%3E%20US%20%3E%20West%20%3E%20Colorado&iv_=__iv_m_e_c_75454146600011_k_75454408781994_w_kwd-75454408781994:loc-4126_g_1207264256968560_n_o_e__h_77443_ii_162944_p_2_b_be_d_c_vi__&msclkid=44046facce781a27c73e06109d2c76f8
https://www.reservationdesk.com/hotel/6256879/great-sand-dunes-lodge-mosca-colorado/?cid=sem::TPRD::BA::Reservation%20Desk%20%3E%20US%20%3E%20West%20%3E%20Colorado::US%20%3E%20Colorado%20%3E%20Mosca%20%3E%20Great%20Sand%20Dunes%20Lodge%20%3E%20did-6256879%20%3E%20103114873::great%20sand%20dunes%20lodge::e&creative=75454146600011&device=c&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=great%20sand%20dunes%20lodge&utm_campaign=Reservation%20Desk%20%3E%20US%20%3E%20West%20%3E%20Colorado&iv_=__iv_m_e_c_75454146600011_k_75454408781994_w_kwd-75454408781994:loc-4126_g_1207264256968560_n_o_e__h_77443_ii_162944_p_2_b_be_d_c_vi__&msclkid=44046facce781a27c73e06109d2c76f8


Friday-September 30 - Great Sand Dunes to Ouray -Alternatives



Black Canyon of the Gunnison

Owl Creek Pass

Last Dollar Road

Million Dollar Highway

Ouray to :
• Ridgeway 10 Miles
• Telluride 50 miles
• Silverton 24 miles
• Durango 71 miles or 154 miles
• Montrose 37 miles
• Black Canyon of the Gunnison 48 miles



Around Ouray

• Box Canyon Falls Park
• Crystal Lake
• Cascade Falls Park
• Hot Springs





Around Ridgeway

• County Roads 4 and 5
• Last Dollar Road
• Owl Creel Pass
• True Grit Ranch
• Dining

• Taco Del Gnar (as in gnarly)





TBD – Million Dollar Highway



Ouray to Silverton • Ironton Ghost Town
• Red Mountain
• Yankee Girl Mine



TBD– Ouray to Durango

Last Dollar Road – Requires 4WD if wet



Telluride
• Drive into town
• Shopping and 

dining
• Take the free 

gondola from 
Mountain Village 
to Telluride

Another Bridalveil Falls



Mesa Verde and Durango Train



TBD – Kebler Pass to Crested Butte

Cochetpa Canyon

Points of Interest
• Kebler Pass
• Crested Butte
• Cochetpa Canyon
• Curecanti Recreation Area
• Black Canyon of the Gunnison



Black Canyon of the Gunnison
and Blue Mesa Reservoir



Dining in Ouray

• Varied
• Outlaw Restaurant
• Yankee Girl Café - Breakfast
• Gold Belt Bar & Grill – pizza
• Smokehouse at Ouray Riverside Resort



Highway 550 between 
Bernalillo and Durango

• Holiday Inn Express and 
The Range in Bernalillo

• Near Cuba – Mesa de Cuba 
and Mesa Chijuilla

• Chaco Canyon
• The Black Place
•  Ojita Wilderness Hoodoos
• Ah-She-Sle-Pha

The Black Place

Ojita Wilderness Hoodoos

Ah-She-Sle-Pha
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