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WHAT IS STREET PHOTOGRAPHY?

ÅPHOTOGRAPHS OF STREETS?



What is street photography?

ÅA PHOTOGRAPH WITH A STREET IN IT?



WHAT IS STREET PHOTOGRAPHY?

ÅA PHOTOGRAPH OF SOMETHING HAPPENING ON A STREET? 



WHAT IS STREET PHOTOGRAPHY?

ÅEric Kim says, 
ÅOne of the most common (and frustrating) arguments that goes 

around the web is ñwhat is street photography?ò and ñwhat isnôt street 

photography?ò Street photographers waste time discussing definitions 

rather than going out and shooting.ò (The History of Street Photography - ERIC KIM 
(erickimphotography.com))

https://erickimphotography.com/blog/the-history-of-street-photography/
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/the-history-of-street-photography/


What is street photography?

ÅBrian Lloyd Duckett (https://youtu.be/rEFzXQSv8Y8?si=FfMgwz-DRZdj9QUT) suggests that it is
Å+^|isi J¯fzsg Jr~®~qª^§r· Ýg^§®¯ªs|q ®rk ê{~{k|®ëÞ

ÅAesthetic Photography made in public places

ÅNarrative or Documentary Photography 

ÅJames Maher says that êTrying to define street photography is almost like trying to define what 

sweet or salty is. ĥɐʔ ǪǍɅẏʌ ȒʔȺȺʳ ǱǸɾǪɶȡǩǸ ȡʌṞ ǩʔʌ ʳɐʔ ȶɅɐʭ ȡʌ ʭțǸɅ ʳɐʔ ɾǸǸ ȡʌṣê 

(https://jamesmaherphotography.com/street_photography/what-is-street-photography/) 

https://youtu.be/rEFzXQSv8Y8?si=FfMgwz-DRZdj9QUT
https://jamesmaherphotography.com/street_photography/what-is-street-photography/


WHAT IS STREET PHOTOGRAPHY?

ÅMaher also states that:
Åêuʌẏɾ Ǎ ɾǸɅɾȡǩȡȺȡʌʳṣ Street photography at its essence means candid 

photography of humanity. A street photograph is a real moment. 
The genre is both about the photographer and their subject. 
Street Photographers filter the world to share what interests them 
and what they are feeling. ê

ÅẌñʌɶǸǸʌ ɳțɐʌɐȓɶǍɳțʳ ǪǍɅ ǩǸ ǱɐɅǸ ǍɅʳ ʭțǸɶǸ ǍɅǱ ɳǸɐɳȺǸ Ǳɐ Ʌɐʌ țǍʬǸ 
to be present in the photo. ê



THE HISTORY OF STREET PHTOGRAPHY

Louis Daguerre, Paris, France 1838



THE HISTORY OF STREET PHOTOGRAPHY

ÅTHE EVOLUTION OF STREET PHOTOGRAPHY
ÅTECHNICAL ADVANCES 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

VERY SLOW

VERY HEAVY

FINALLY, KODAK MADE SOMETHING THE ANYONE COULD USE

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daguerreotype
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


THE HISTORY OF STREET PHOTOGRAPHY

ÅTHE EVOLUTION OF STREET PHOTOGRAPHY
ÅTECHNICAL ADVANCES 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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IPHONE 2007

https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leica_Camera
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


THE HISTORY OF STREET PHOTOGRAPHY

ÅSOME IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTORS
ÅJACOB RIIS   ROBERT FRANK    

ÅEUGENE ATGET   WILLIAM KLEIN  

ÅLEWIS HINE   GARRY WINOGRAND 

ÅLISETTE MODEL  ELLIOTT ERWITT 

ÅHENRI CARTIER-BRESSON  LEE FRIEDLANDER 

ÅHELEN LEVITT   JOEL MEYEROWITZ 

ÅDIANE ARBUS   BRUCE GILDEN 

ÅSAUL LEITER   ANONYMOUS  



JACOB RIIS, 1849-1914



JACOB RIIS

ÅIMMIGRATED FROM DENMARK AT 21

ÅBECAME A POLICE REPORTER FOR THE NEW YORK TRIBUNE

ÅWROTE ABOUT THE PLIGHT OF POOR IMMIGRANTS

ÅUSED FLASH POWDER TO PHOTOGRAPH PEOPLE

ÅPUBLISHED HIS PHOTOGRAPHS IN A BOOK
ÅHOW THE OTHER HALF LIVES: STUDIES AMONG THE TENEMENTS OF NEW YORK





EUGENE ATGET, 
1857-1927
ÅPROVIDED PHOTOS TO ARTISTS

Å+7M+" ¿Ç¾¾ */5"@ -B+Q?/@P7@5 êB>-ë J"M7N 

ÅWBM= ê-7N+BV/M/- *Y */M/@7+/ "**BPP

ÅAnsel Adams said, άThe Atget 
prints are direct and emotionally 
clean records of a rare and subtle 
perception, and represent 
perhaps the earliest expression 
ƻŦ ǘǊǳŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀǊǘΦέ3

https://www.moma.org/artists/229#fn:3




LEWIS HINE, 1874-1940 
ÅBORN IN WISCONSIN, EDUCATED IN CHICAGO AND NEW YORK

Å*/+"?/ " P/"+6/M "P @YíN /P67+"> +Q>PQM/ N+6BB>

ÅUSED PHOTOGRAPHY IN HIS TEACHING

ÅBECAME A PHOTOGRAPHER FOR THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR 
COMMITTEE-HIS WORK LED TO CHILD LABOR LAWS

Å*/NP =@BW@ "N " ê-B+Q?/@P"MY J6BPB5M"J6/Më







LISETTE MODEL, 1901-1983
ÅBORN IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA

ÅSTUDIED MUSIC WITH ARNOLD SCHOENBERG

ÅMOVED TO PARIS AND BEGAN PHOTOGRAPHY

ÅMOVED TO NEW YORK AHEAD OF WWII

ÅSUCESSFULLY PUBLISHED IN MANY MAGAZINES



LISETTE MODEL, 1901-1983

Åά!ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфплǎΣ 

Model redefined the concept of documentary photography in 

America, and through her roles of teacher and lecturer she shaped 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǘǿŀǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦέ Lisette Model | International Center of Photography (icp.org)

https://www.icp.org/browse/archive/constituents/lisette-model?all/all/all/all/0


LISETTE MODEL: quotes

ÅʤÞŵƦǡƦŮǌīǉŵȇ źǔ ǡŵŕ ŕīǔźŕǔǡ īǌǡʄ ȁŵźŇŵ ǉŕǌŵīǉǔ ƙīƍŕǔ źǡ ǡŵŕ 
ŵīǌŎŕǔǡʉʥ

Åʤp īƙ ī pationate  lover of the snapshot, because of all 
photographic images, it comes closest to the truth ... the 
snapshooter ['s] pictures have an apparent disorder and 
źƙǉŕǌŭŕŇǡźƦƛ ȁŵźŇŵ źǔ ŕȆīŇǡƐȇ ǡŵŕźǌ īǉǉŕīƐ īƛŎ ǡŵŕźǌ ǔǡȇƐŕʉʥ

Åʤ°ŕȀŕǌ ǡīƍŕ ī ǉźŇǡǩǌŕ Ʀŭ īƛȇǡŵźƛŮ ȇƦǩ īǌŕ ƛƦǡ ǉīǔǔźƦƛīǡŕƐȇ 
źƛǡŕǌŕǔǡŕŎ źƛʉʥ









HENRI CARTIER-
BRESSON, 1908-2004 

ÅBORN INTO A WELL-TO-DO FRENCH FAMILY

ÅHAD AN INTEREST IN THE ARTS SINCE 
CHILDHOOD AND BEGAN AS A PAINTER

ÅATTENDED CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY AND 
DISCOVERED FILM AND PHOTOGRAPHY

ÅIN 1931 HE STARTED USING A LEICA CAMERA 
AND DECIDED TO BECOME A PROFESSIONAL 
PHOTOGRAPHER



HENRI CARTIER-BRESSON: QUOTES

ÅάL ǇǊƻǿƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΣ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅstrung-up and ready to pounce, 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǘǊŀǇΩ ƭƛŦŜ ς to preserve life in the act of living. Above all, I 

craved to seize the whole essence, in the confines of one single photograph, 

ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǳƴǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦέ

Åά¢ƻ ƳŜΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

the significance of an event, as well as the precise organization of forms that 

ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ τThe Decisive Moment (Images a la 

Sauvette-Images on the Run)

Åά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ !ŘŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ŀǊŜ 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ ǊƻŎƪǎΗέ



HENRI CARTIER-BRESSON: QUOTES

ÅάtƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎτƛǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƳŜΦέ

Åά¸ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ млΣллл ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊǎǘΦέ

Åż. |­°X º|Jº ÇX T­«Żº XÆX³ ´XX º|X TJÉ Ç|X« J ³XJTÉ-made 
photo system, which guarantees good 
photographic compositions « JTÆJ«NXŵ z­X´ ­« º|X ªJ³¦XºŸŽ



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://artegrafica.persinsala.it/henri-cartier-bresson/9314
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://artegrafica.persinsala.it/henri-cartier-bresson/9314
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


HELEN LEVITT, 1913-2009
ÅBORN IN BROOKLYN

ÅDROPPED OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL, WORKED FOR A COMMERCIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHER WHERE SHE LEARNED DARKROOM TECHNIQUES

ÅINFLUENCED BY CARTIER-*M/NNB@íN WBM=

ÅBEST KNOWN FOR PHOTOGRAPHY OF CHILDREN

ÅTWO GUGGENHEIM GRANTS



HELEN LEVITT: QUOTES

ÅɈSince ϥ'm inarticulate, ϥ express myself with images.ɉ

ÅɈϥt would be mistaken to suppose that any of the best 

photography is come at by intellection; it is like all art, 

essentially the result of an intuitive process, drawing on all 

that the artist is rather than on anything he thinks, far less 

theorizes about.ɉ

ÅɈChildren used to be outside. Now the streets are empty. 

People are indoors looking at television or something.ɉ










